PLEASE SUPPORT

Cognitive Rehabilitation Bill
S742/H1151

Sponsored by Senator Paul Feeney & Representative Kimberly Ferguson

Each year, over 72,000 Massachusetts residents sustain a traumatic brain
injury (TBI) with ONLY 12 percent of individuals receiving inpatient
rehabilitation.

Cognitive Rehabilitation Therapy (CRT) is a process of relearning cognitive
skills that have been lost or altered as a result of damage to brain cells,
usually caused by a brain injury.

S742 & H1151

This bill will ensure that commercial health insurance plans include cognitive
rehabilitation services related to treatment for brain injuries. The effects of
brain injury can include impaired thinking, memory, movement, sensation
(e.g., vision or hearing), and/or emotional functioning (e.g., personality
changes, depression). These impairments—which may result in loss of work
and reliance on costly long-term supports—rarely improve without proper
rehabilitative treatment.

The commercial health benefit plans must provide this coverage to
individuals with all forms of acquired brain injury (ABI), including TBI, tumor,
stroke, aneurysm, etc. This legislation will increase access to proven
rehabilitative services needed to help individuals with brain injury increase
their ability to live independently.

e |In Massachusetts, there is a mandated benefit for commercial health
insurance plans, the Group Insurance Commission (GIC) and MassHealth
to cover cognitive rehabilitation specifically for COVID-19 patients. (2021)

e The Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis
University determined when insurance does not pay for the potential for
functional improvement after a moderate-to-severe ABI, the state picks
up the cost of ongoing care. (2019)

e A comprehensive Center for Health Information and Analysis (CHIA)
report found that costs for typical monthly rates would range from $.01 to

$.19 per month, with an average of $.08 per month.

Acquired Brain Injury Commission Recommendation # 3.
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For Questions, Contact Us: BRAIN INJURY
advocacy@biama.org ASSOCIATION
(508) 475-0032 OF MASSACHUSETTS
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