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PLEASE SUPPORT

Head Injury Treatment Services (HITS) Trust Fund Bill
S1072/H1687

Sponsored by Senator William Driscoll & Representative Kimberly
Ferguson

The Statewide Head Injury Program (SHIP) is funded through the Head
Injury Treatment Services (HITS) trust fund (Line Item # 4120-6002) and
the state budget (Line Item # 4120-6000). The HITS trust fund collects
mandatory civil fines for speeding violations, Operating Under the
Influence of Alcohol and Driving Under the Influence of Drugs offences
(OUI/DUI) and Driving to Endanger.

This bill will increase funding for the HITS trust fund to better serve
individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI) receiving SHIP services.

The bill will authorize the following fines to be deposited in the HITS trust
fund:

¢ Increase fines for speeding violations to $100.
100% of revenues collected for OUI/DUI to be deposited in the trust
fund.

Stagger and increase fines for multiple offenses of OUI/DUI.
$50 of fines collected under the Hands-Free law.

Traffic violations in the state have increased for the 4th straight year:

¢ Driving violations in Massachusetts, including more than 275,000
speeding tickets, increased for the 4th straight year in 2023,

according to the state Department of Transportation.

Police issued a total of 808,069 citations covering 1,076,336
violations in Massachusetts last year, state data showed.

Citations for distracted driving are also on the rise after the state’s
hands-free cell phone law took effect in early 2020.**

**Source: Andersen, Travis “Driving violations on rise in Mass for fourth straight
year, officials say”, Boston Globe, February 21, 2024.

Acquired Brain Injury Commission Recommendation # 3.

For Questions, Contact Us: BRAIN INJURY
advocacy@biama.org ASSOCIATION
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