
Sponsored by Senator Paul Feeney & Representatives Jeffrey Roy &
Paul McMurtry

In states with primary seat belt laws, law enforcement officers may
stop a vehicle and issue a citation for a seat belt violation, even if this
is the only violation officers’ notice. Officers in states with secondary
seat belt laws may issue seat belt citations to motorists only after
stopping the drivers for another violation

Using seat belts correctly and consistently is the most effective way to
reduce injuries (including brain injuries) and save lives in crashes. 

The offense for not wearing a seat belt will be $50 fine which will be
deposited in the Head Injury Treatment Services (HITS) trust fund. The
HITS trust fund collects mandatory civil fines for speeding violations,
Operating Under the Influence of Alcohol and Driving Under the
Influence of Drugs offences (OUI/DUI) and Driving  to Endanger.

The HITS trust fund provides funds to the Statewide Head Injury
Program (SHIP) under MassAbility (formerly Massachusetts
Rehabilitation Commission). SHIP offers a wide range of brain injury-
related services in community-based and group care settings. 
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For Questions, Contact Us:
advocacy@biama.org
(508) 475-0032

PLEASE SUPPORT
Primary Seat Belt Bill
S1699/H2688

Acquired Brain Injury Commission Recommendation # 3.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) seat belts were estimated to have
saved the lives of 14,955 passenger vehicle occupants in
2017 alone; an additional 2,549 lives could have been saved
that year with 100% seat belt use. NHTSA estimates that if
Massachusetts were to pass a primary seat belt law, seat
belt usage may increase by 7.8 percent.
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